
 

 

ZONING                         § 42-552 

Secs. 42-490-42-550. Reserved. 

ARTICLE VII. SUPPLEMENTARY DISTRICT REGULATIONS                                          

DIVISION 1. GENERALLY  

Sec. 42-551.  Application.    

Except as hereinafter specified, no building, no structure or premises shall hereinafter be used or 
occupied, and no building or part thereof or other structure shall be erected, raised, moved, placed, 

reconstructed, extended, enlarged or altered, except in conformity with the regulations herein 
specified for the district in which it is located. 

(Ord. No. 578, § 4.1, eff. 5-2-1983) 

ZONING TEXT AMENDMENT ORDINANCE 

Sec. 42-552 Accessory buildings and structures. 

All accessory buildings shall conform to the following requirements, except farm buildings 

used for agricultural purposes in an agricultural district. 

(a) Residential accessory buildings and structures. 

(1) Accessory buildings may be erected in any residential zoning district only 

as an accessory to an existing residence (which includes being built simultaneously with the 

construction of the residence). 

(2) Accessory buildings may not be constructed on a lot without a principal  

structure. 

(3) If the accessory building is integrated into the permitted principal  

building, it shall comply in all respects with the requirements of this chapter that apply to the 

permitted principal building, including but not limited to setback requirements, unless 

specifically stated to the contrary in this section. 
 

(4) No detached private garage is allowed if a principal structure has an  

attached garage. In the event that the principal structure does not have an attached garage, one 

detached private garage may be constructed on the tot, in compliance with the following. 

a. For the purpose of this section, a "detached private garage" is  

considered to be a building which meets the definition of "private garage" in this chapter, and 

which is structurally separate from the principal structure on the lot. 

b. A detached private garage shall be located in compliance with all  

applicable location and setback requirements, including the location requirements in 

subsection (a)(10) of this section, and setback requirements for residential accessory 

buildings in subsection (a)(l 1) of this section; and 
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c. The total floor area of a detached private garage on the lot shall be 

no more than 1,000 square feet. 

(5) Residential accessory buildings are permitted for such uses as: storage of utility 

trailers, personal vehicles, recreation vehicles or equipment, yard maintenance 

equipment and machinery, and recreational equipment; greenhouses or workshops 

for personal use, enjoyment, and pleasure of the residents of the principal 

structure; and other uses commonly considered accessory to residential uses. 

(6) All uses for accessory buildings must be accessory to the use of the  

residence. No accessory building or structure shall be used in the operation of a 

home occupation or business or include residential or living quarters for human 

habitation. 

(7) Number of accessory buildings (excluding any detached private garage).  

a. In the R-1 through the R-6 zoning districts, on lots which arc less than one acre 

in size, one residential accessory building is allowed. 

  b. In the R-1 through the R-6 zoning districts, on lots which are one acre or greater        

in size, two residential accessory buildings are allowed. 

(8) Size requirements. The total floor area of a residential accessory building  

or buildings, excluding any detached private garage, shall be dependent on the lot size. 

Specifically, the total floor area of all buildings on a lot shall comply with the maximum 

percentage of building coverage allowed in the relevant district. 

 The term "total floor area as used in this subsection, means the total useable floor 

area of the ground floor of all residential accessory buildings situated or permitted on a lot, 

excluding any detached private garage. 

 (9) Height restrictions. 

a. The height of the accessory building shall be measured from the average grade level to 

the top of the roof, for the purposes of this subsection. 

b. In all residential zoning districts, on lots of less than five acres in area, no accessory 

building shall exceed 24 feet in height. 

c. In all residential zoning districts, on lots of five acres or more in area, no accessory 

building shall exceed 35 feet in height. 

(10) Location requirements. 
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a.   Accessory buildings, including detached private garages, are  

allowed in the front yard, but not in the prohibited rectangle as described below. 

Specifically, an accessory building may not be located within the rectangle formed by the 

principal building, the street right-of-way, and perpendicular lines drawn from the two front 

corners of the principal building to the street right-of-way (the "prohibited rectangle"). See 

Diagram (a)(l0)a. For curved streets or other irregular situations, the building inspector 

shall locate the rectangle in such a way as to prevent an accessory building from being 

directly between the principal building and the street right-of-way. 

    Diagram (a)(10)a 

 

 

Principal  

Building 

 

Prohibited  

Rectangle 

 

 

Street Right-of-Way 
 

  b. Accessory buildings are allowed in the rear yard as long as the total floor area of all 

accessory buildings on the lot does not exceed 25 percent of the required rear yard. 

c.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                               An accessory building shall not be located closer than  10 feet                              

              any principal structure. 

(11) Setbacks. 

a.         Setbacks shall be measured from the foundation line of the  

accessory building 

. 

 

b.        Accessory buildings shall be set back in accordance with the  following table: 

 

 

Accessory Building                      Setback From: 

           Size                      Principal’s           Side Lot Line          Rear Lot Line 

 

Less than 150 feet                            10 feet                          5 feet                      5 feet           

150 to less than 600 square feet        10 feet                         10 feet                    10 feet 

600 square feet or greater                 10 feet                         15 feet                    15 feet 
 

 

c. No accessory building, may be located closer than 25 feet to the edge of any street 

right-of-way, public or private. 

(12) Appearance. 
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a. Any accessory building larger than 1,000 square feet and located in any residential 

district where the total lot size is one acre or less must be aesthetically compatible in design and 

appearance with the principal building and other neighboring principal buildings. 

b. When a difference in design and appearance shall be determined by the building 

inspector upon review of the plans submitted, an aggrieved party may appeal to the zoning 

administrator within 60 days from the receipt of the notice of the building inspector's 

decision. Finally, if not satisfied with the decision by the zoning administrator, the aggrieved 

party may pay the applicable fees and appeal to the board of appeals. 

 (b) Nonresidential accessory buildings and structures. 
 

 

(1)  Accessory buildings in nonresidential zoning districts, and accessory 

buildings in residential zoning districts but for nonresidential uses, shall be subject to compliance 

with this subsection and to site plan review by the Planning Commission. 

(2) Accessory buildings may be erected in any nonresidential zoning district  

only as an accessory to an existing principal structure (which includes being built 

simultaneously with the construction of the principal structure). 

(3) Accessory buildings and structures may not be constructed on a lot  

without a principal structure. 

(4) If the accessory building is integrated into the permitted principal  

building, it shall comply in all respects with the requirements of this chapter that apply to 

the permitted principal building, including but not limited to setback requirements, unless 

specifically stated to the contrary in this section. 

(5) No accessory building may cause. the accumulation of the principal  

building and any other accessory buildings on the lot to exceed the amount of building coverage 

allowed for that lot in that zoning district. 

(6) No accessory building or structure shall exceed the permitted height for  

principal buildings in the zoning district in which it is loCated. 

(7) Accessory buildings or structures are not allowed in any front yard or any 

required side yard. Accessory buildings are allowed in the rear yard as long as the total floor 

area of all accessory buildings on the lot does not exceed 25 percent of the required rear yard. 

(8) Setbacks are measured from the foundation line of the accessory building.  

The following setback requirements must be met. 

a . Accessory buildings and structures shall  meet  all  setback  

requirements for the zoning district in which they are located. 
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A detached accessory building shall not be located closer than allowed by the applicable 

building code to any principal building or to another accessory building. Ord 766 effective 

11/25/2007 
 

Sec42-554. Area or space required. 

No lot, yard, parking area or other space shall be so reduced in area or dimension as to make such 

area or dimension less than the minimum required under this chapter. If already less than the 

minimum required under this chapter, such area or dimension shall not be further reduced. 

(Ord. No. 578, § 4.2(3), eff. 5-2-1983) 

Sec. 42-555. Basement and partially completed dwellings. 

No building shall be designed to use any portion of a basement as defined by this chapter as a 

dwelling. The occupancy of a partially completed building as a dwelling unit is prohibited. (Ord. No. 

578, § 4.2(4), eff. 5-2-1983) 

Sec. 42-556. Change of use or alteration. 

Any change in the basic use of an existing structure or any alteration of an existing 

structure shall be deemed to be the erection of a new structure requiring the issuance of a building 

permit and the compliance to all provisions of this chapter. 

(Ord. No. 578, § 4.2(5), eff. 5-2-1983) 

Sec. 42-557. Corner lot. 

Where a lot is bounded by two intersecting streets, the front yard requirements shall be met on 

one abutting street only; provided that no portion of the lot within 30 feet of the side lot line of any 

adjoining property may be utilized unless the front yard requirement for the adjoining property is 

met. Either street frontage may be designated by the owner as the front street lot line (designation 

to appear on the building permit), irrespective of the location of the building entryway.(Ord. No. 578, § 

4.2(6), eff. 5-2-1983) 

Sec. 42-558. Dwelling in the rear. 

No dwelling shall be constructed, altered or moved in the rear of a building situated on the same 

lot, nor shall any building be constructed in front of or moved in front of a dwelling situated on 

the same lot. 

(Ord. No. 578, § 4.2(7), eff. 5-2-1983) 

 
Sec. 42-559. Drainage courses. 

(a) Statement of purpose. This section is established to promote the public health, safety and 

general welfare of the township by regulating and restricting the development of areas along or in 

drainageways, channels, streams and creeks. The regulations which follow are intended to protect 

and to preserve the location, character and extent of such drainageways, channels, streams and 

creeks, and to protect persons and property from the hazards of development in areas which may 

be subject to inundation. The surface water drainage problem areas are depicted on the Fruitport 

Township Depth to  
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(b) Ground Water Map #1. Those areas less than five feet to groundwater will require an on-site 

impact study of natural and manmade drainage patterns. Factors to be considered in the impact study 

include: existing and proposed topography, elevation of streets, existing drainage swales, direction 

surface drainage flows, location of structures on the lot and adjacent lots, proposed driveways, 

culverts, fills and whether basements are feasible. 

(c) General regulations. 

(1) No building or structure shall be erected within any area herein described as a drainage 

course. For the purpose of this section, a drainage course shall include any areas such as 

drainageways, channels, streams and creeks, designated as such on the zoning map and 

shall further include any area designed or intended for use for drainage purposes as 

shown by an on-site impact study of natural and manmade drainage patterns, 

undertaken by the zoning administrator, his designee or the Muskegon County Drain 

Commissioner, prior to the issuance of any certificate of zoning compliance, or special use 

permit. 

(2) No filling of land shall be permitted within a drainage course, or on any lands within 200 

feet, or more than 200 feet when so designated on the zoning map, of the centerline of such 

drainage course, or after an on-site impact study of natural and manmade drainage 

patterns has been conducted by the zoning administrator, his designee, county drain 

commissioner, or Muskegon County Act 347 Enforcing Agent, except upon issuance of a 

certification of zoning compliance by the zoning administrator or his designee that such 

filling will not obstruct the flow of water or otherwise reduce the carrying capacity of such 

drainage course, or impair the design and character of such drainage course. 

(3) No excavating of land shall be permitted within a drainage course, or on any lands within 

200 feet, or more than 200 feet when so designated on the zoning map, of the centerline of 

such drainage course, or after an on-site impact study of natural and manmade drainage 

patterns has been conducted by the zoning administrator, or his designee, county drain 

commissioner, or Muskegon County Act 347 Enforcing Agent, except upon issuance of a 

certificate of zoning compliance by the zoning administrator or his designee that such 

excavating will not divert water from the established channel and will not cause flooding of 

lands outside such drainage course, will not cause any erosion, and will not otherwise 

impair the design and character of such drainage course. 

(4) No relocation, enclosure or bridging of a drainage course shall be permitted until 

issuance of a certificate of zoning compliance by the zoning administrator or his designee 

that the location, character and extent of such relocation, enclosure or bridging of the 

drainage course shall be in the public interest. 

(5) The zoning administrator or his designee may require the submittal of such information 

which he considers essential for the proper enforcement of the above regulations. (Ord. No. 

578, § 4.2(8), eff. 5-2-1983) 

Sec. 42-560. Essential services and institutional uses. 

Essential services may be located in any zone upon approval by the planning commission. 

Institutional uses are permitted in any zone following the review and approval of a site  
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development plan by the planning commission prior to the issuance of a building permit. 

Before approval of such plan, the planning commission shall determine that the physical layout 

and relationship of improvements will not adversely affect existing or potential adjacent primary 

permitted uses. If the planning commission determines that an institutional use may have an 

adverse effect upon adjacent conforming land uses or that it conflicts with the intent of the master 

plan, it shall refer the matter to the board of appeals for determination as in a variance request. 

(Ord. No. 578, § 4.2(9), eff. 5-2-1983) 

Sec. 42-561. Existing platted lots. 

(a) Any parcel of real property of record in single ownership at the time of adoption of this chapter 

that fails to comply with the area and lot size requirements of this chapter may be used for a 

permitted use provided 80 percent of all lot requirements are complied with. Any such parcel of 

record in common ownership with adjacent parcels of record on or before the effective date of this 

chapter may be used as separate lots if each such parcel contain 80 percent of the required lot 

area. Where such parcels in common ownership do not comply with 80 percent of the required lot 

area, they shall be combined or redivided to conform to this chapter. The board of zoning appeals 

may grant a variance to this provision to conform to established neighborhood character. 

(b) Any lot of record in a recorded and approved subdivision may be used for a single-family dwelling 

provided all yard area can be maintained. 

(Ord. No. 578, § 4.2(10), eff. 5-2-1983) 
                                                                                                                                                                            
Sec. 42-562. Height exceptions. 

The height requirements of all zones may be exceeded by parapet walls not over four feet in height, 

chimneys, silos and farm barns, television and radio antennas, cupolas, spires or other ornamental 

projections or water towers. In the manufacturing zone, chimneys, cooling and fire towers, elevator 

buildings and bulkheads, roof storage tanks and other necessary appurtenances are permitted 

above the height limitations provided they are located the same distance as their height from any 

adjoining property line. 

(Ord. No. 578, § 4.2(11), eff. 5-2-1983) 

Sec. 42-563. Major street lot requirements. 

Any other provisions notwithstanding, the following additional requirements shall apply to any 

lot or parcel of land which abuts a major street as shown upon the land use plan of the township: 

(1) Lot area. The lot area requirements of such lots shall be computed exclusive of any area 

within 33 feet of the centerline of such major street. 

(2) Setback. 

a. Yard. The front yard setback shall be provided on such street, any other provision 

notwithstanding. Further, such front yard setback shall be measured from a line which is parallel to 

the centerline of such street. 

b. Corner. Where two such major streets intersect, no structure or planting of any kind over 20 

inches in height above curb level shall be erected on a corner lot within a triangle having its apex at 

the intersection of the rights-of-way lines and having equal legs of 80 feet along the rights-of-way. 

(Ord. No. 578, § 4.2(12), eff. 5-2-1983)                
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Sec. 42-564. Minor street lot requirements. 

Any other provisions notwithstanding, the following additional requirements shall apply to any 

lot or parcel of land which abuts a street not designated as a major street upon the master plan of 

the township: 

(1) Lot area. The lot area requirements of lots shall be computed exclusive of any area within 

33 feet of the centerline of any street. 

(2) Setback. 

a. Yard. The front yard and side street side yard shall be measured from a line which 

is 33 feet from and parallel to the centerline of any street. 

b. Corner. Where two streets intersect, no structure or planting, except deciduous trees, 

more than 24 inches above curb level shall be erected or maintained on a corner lot 

within a triangle having its apex at the intersection of the rights-of-way lines and 

having equal legs of 20 feet along the rights-of-way. (Ord. No. 578, § 4.2(13), eff. 5-2-

1983) 

Sec. 42-565. Mixed occupancy. 

Before issuing a building permit for any premises intended or used for a combination of dwelling 

and commercial occupancy, the building inspector shall request a report from the fire chief and the 

health officer as to any hazards that exist or may be expected to exist and their recommendations as to 

additional provisions necessary in the interest of safety or health. Such recommendations shall be 

complied with before issuance of a permit. (Ord. No. 578, § 4.2(14), eff. 5-2-1983) 

 

Sec. 42-566. Mobile homes and camping dwellings. 

The use of campers, tents, mobile homes of less than 40 feet in length or similar 

camping dwellings as dwellings is prohibited in all zones. The use of mobile homes of 

40 feet or more in length as dwellings is also prohibited except under the following 

conditions: 

(1) As an accessory use in a licensed mobile home court. 

(2) As a principal use in the R-5 district as restricted 

therein. (Ord. No. 578, § 4.2(15), eff. 5-2-1983) 

Sec. 42-567. Occupancy. 

No new building, new portion of a building or portion of a building vacated to 

permit alterations shall be occupied or reoccupied until an occupancy permit is 

issued. No building declared unsafe or unfit for human habitation by law shall be 

occupied or used. 

(Ord. No. 578, § 4.2(16), eff. 5-2-1983) 

Sec. 42-568. Open unoccupied space or yard. 

No required open unoccupied space shall be occupied by any structure other 

than the following and then only as regulated by the provisions of this chapter: 

anything excepted from the definition of a structure, landscaping,  
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driveways, sidewalks, walls, fences, lighting standards, signs, unroofed 

structures which do not exceed three feet in height, cantilevered roof eaves not to 

exceed three feet of overhang into any such space and, projections as permitted 

by section 42-570. 

(Ord. No. 578, § 4.2(17), eff. 5-2-1983) 

Sec. 42-569. Principal use. 

No lot shall contain more than one principal use. Where permitted, groups of 

buildings of the same use shall be considered as one principal use of the 

premises. 

(Ord. No. 578, § 4.2(18), eft 5-2-1983) 

Sec. 42-570. Projections. 

Retractable awnings may project into a required yard in any zone. Permanent 

awnings, canopies, marquees, eaves, balconies or decorative architectural 

projections may extend up to 28 inches into any required yard. 

(Ord. No. 578, § 4.2(19), eft 5-2-1983) 
 

Sec. 42-571. Refuse. 

The storage, collection or placing of discarded material, inoperable equipment, inoperable vehicles 

without current license or other refuse is prohibited in any required yard in all zones. Any such 

storage, placing, or collection shall not constitute a junkyard as defined in section 42-3. 

(Ord. No. 578, § 4.2(20), eff. 5-2-1983) 

Sec. 42-572. Restoring unsafe buildings. 

Nothing in this chapter shall prevent the strengthening or restoring to a safe condition of any 

structure declared unsafe by the building inspector, in conformity with the building code. (Ord. No. 

578, § 4.2(21), eff. 5-2-1983) 

Sec. 42-573. Row dwellings. 

Attached single-family dwellings may not be erected and sold as individual units, unless situated 

in an approved condominium development. 

(Ord. No. 578, § 4.2(22), eff. 5-2-1983) 

Sec. 42-574. Screening. 

When required by this chapter, screening may consist of any combination of topography, building, 

fencing or plantings which will effectively block the casual view by a person standing on the 

adjacent property or on a public street or sidewalk. Such fencing shall be at least 50 percent solid 

and any plantings shall consist of evergreen trees or evergreen shrubs capable of a growth to at 

least five feet and placed at three-foot intervals, provided no such planting shall  
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be less than 30 inches in height when originally planted; and further provided that any plant 

which dies shall be replaced in a reasonable period of time. 

(Ord. No. 578, § 4.2(23), eff. 5-2-1983) 

Sec. 42-575. Swimming pools. 

Swimming pools are permitted in all districts, provided the swimming pool ordinance and the 

following regulations are complied with: 

(1) The pool shall be maintained in a clean and healthy condition in accordance with the county 

and township health requirements. 

(2) No swimming pool shall be emptied in any manner that will cause water to flow upon another 

lot or be emptied on any adjacent land or street. 

(3) All swimming pools to be constructed shall be enclosed by a fence which shall be at least 

four feet in height and which shall be of a type not readily climbed by children. The gates 

shall be of a self-closing and latching type with the latch on the inside of the fence, not readily 

available for children to open from the outside; provided, however, that if the entire 

premises of the residence is enclosed, then this provision may be waived by the building 

inspector upon inspection and approval of the residence enclosure. 

(4) The swimming pool shall not be closer than ten feet to any side or rear lot line and no part of 

any pool shall be constructed within a required front yard or required side yard. (Ord. No. 578, 

§ 4.2(26), eff. 5-2-1983) 

Sec. 42-576. Transition zoning. 

The following transitional uses are permitted on transition lots in R districts: 

(1) The first such lot, or lots in single ownership, or the first 150 feet thereof, whichever is 

the lesser, may be utilized in accordance with R zone requirements. 

(2) The first 150 feet thereof may be utilized for off-street parking. 

(3) Any single principal structure located or built completely upon the first 150 feet thereof 

may be used for offices, funeral homes, or a business permitted in the R districts 

provided: 

a. Yards must meet the district requirements in which such lot is located. 

b. The building shall conform to the residential character of the neighborhood. 

c. Sign requirements of the R districts shall be complied with except that sign area 

limitations may be increased 100 percent. 

(Ord. No. 578, § 4.2(29), eff. 5-2-1983) 

Sec. 42-577. Walls and fences. 

A wall, fence or yard enclosure not over six feet high, or higher if a retaining wall, may be erected 

within the limits of any yard or outer court except a required front yard where the height shall 

not exceed three feet, unless an open type fence that does not reduce visibility at right angles to any 

surface of such fence by more than 20 percent. Fences may be constructed to a maximum height of 

eight feet in  
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an industrial zone, provided that they are of the open type which does not reduce visibility at right 

angles to any surface of such fence by more than 20 percent. Provided, however, no fence for the 

enclosure of animals shall be constructed or maintained in the R-6 residential district in front or 

side yards adjacent to a residential structure. 

(Ord. No. 578, § 4.2(31), eff. 5-2-1983; Ord. No. 705, eff. 5-13-2000) 

Sec. 42-578. Yards. 

Every lot must provide a front yard, a rear yard and side yards as required by its zone district. 

All front yards must face upon a dedicated public street and shall be at least 66 feet in width at 

the street right-of-way line, except in an approved subdivision, and where superseded by 

specific requirements applicable in the zoning district where the lot is situated. (Ord. No. 578, § 

4.2(32), eff. 5-2-1983; Ord. No. 666, § 1, eff. 7-24-1995)                                                                                                                                               

Sec. 42-579. Setback requirements on highways and roads. 

(a) All state truckline and U.S. Interstate numbered highways are hereby designated Class A 

highways. The setback line for Class A highways shall be 120 feet from the centerline of the highway or 

60 feet from the right-of-way line, whichever is greater. 

(b) All county primary highways not otherwise designated as Class A highways are hereby 

designated Class B highways. The setback for Class B highways shall be 100 feet from the centerline 

of such highway or 40 feet from the right-of-way line, whichever is greater. 

(c) All county local roads or private roads which the public uses, or upon which the public funds 

have been spent, not otherwise designated as Class A or Class B highways, are hereby designated 

Class C highways. The setback for Class C highways shall be 63 feet from the centerline of the 

highway or 30 feet from the right-of-way line, whichever is greater. 

(d) A setback equal to the average setback of existing principal buildings located within 500 feet of 

a proposed building site and on the same side of the street, shall be permitted where five of these 

buildings do not conform with the appropriate setback line. 

(Ord. No. 578, § 4.2(33), eff. 5-2-1983) 

Secs. 42-580--42-595. Reserved. 

DIVISION 2. RESIDENTIAL DISTRICTS  

Sec. 42-596. General provisions for residential districts. 

In addition to the provisions of article VU, division 1 of this chapter, the following provisions shall 

apply in residential districts. 

(Ord. No. 578, § 4.3, eff. 5-2-1983) 
 

Sec. 42-597. Accessory buildings. 

No accessory building shall exceed a height of 16 feet. (Ord. No. 

578, § 4.3(1), eff. 5-2-1983) 

Sec. 42-598. Accessory storage. 

The limited convenience storage of materials and goods used by the owner of the premises in his 

occupation or hobby is permitted in an accessory building or garage, provided that not more than 

one- 
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half of the floor area of such building or garage is devoted to such storage, that no activity other than 

convenience storage shall be carried on therein and that such use shall not in any way adversely 

affect or cause a nuisance to an adjoining conforming use of land. (Ord. No. 578, § 4.3(2), eff. 5-2-

1983) 

Sec. 42-599. Front yard variation. 

If 40 percent or more of all the frontage of one side of a street between two intersecting streets has 
been developed with residences, the front yard so established shall prevail in the case of one- and 
two-family houses, but nothing in this section shall be construed to permit any new house to be 
located closer than 20 feet to the front street line, or to require a front yard setback of more than 40 
feet from the front street line. 

(Ord. No. 578, § 4.3(3), eff. 5-2-1983) 

Sec. 42-600. Nonresidential uses. 

All nonresidential uses or accessory buildings hereto permitted in any R-1, R-2, 

and R-3 residential district shall provide front, side and rear yards which are twice 

the height of the building wall facing thereon or the distance required by the zone, 

whichever is greater. Where such use provides residence care or temporary care of 

human beings such  

as nursing homes, hospitals, convalescent homes or similar institutions, the 

minimum lot area of the zone shall be provided for each five persons so 

accommodated. 

(Ord. No. 578, § 4.3(4), eff. 5-2-1983) 

Sec. 42-601. Truck parking. 

The parking or storage of trucks in any R-1, R-2, R-3, or R-5 district is prohibited 

except for one truck used personally by the occupant of the premises; provided, 

however, that such truck shall not exceed a rated capacity of one ton. 

(Ord. No. 578, § 4.3(5), eff. 5-2-1983) 

Sec. 42-602. Size of dwelling. 

No building to be used as a dwelling shall hereafter be erected or altered having a 

first floor area of not less than 720 square feet if such dwelling has a basement equal 

to one-half of such first floor area, and not less than 860 square feet of the first floor 

area if such dwelling has no basement. Floor area shall be the computed gross floor 

space of the enclosed winterized portion of the house, but not to include porches, 

breezeways, etc. 

(Ord. No. 578, § 4.3(6), eff. 5-2-1983) 

Sec. 42-603. Noise. 

The following acts, among others not enumerated, are declared to be loud, 

disturbing and unnecessary noises in violation of this chapter with all residential 

districts: 

(1) Horns, signaling devices, etc. The sounding of any horn or signaling device 

on any vehicle on any street or public place of the township, except as a 

safety warning or device used by police, fire or ambulance vehicles; the 

creation by means of any such signaling device of any unreasonably loud or 

harsh sound; and the sounding of any such device for an unnecessary 

and unreasonable period of time. 
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(2) Radios, phonographs, etc. The operating of any radio receiving set, 

musical instrument, phonograph or other machine for the producing or 

reproducing of sound at any time with louder volume than is necessary for 

convenient hearing for the person who is in the room or vehicle in which such 

machine or device is operated and those who are voluntary listeners thereto. 

The operation of any such device between the hours of 11:00 p.m. and 

7:00 a.m. in such a manner as to be plainly audible a distance of 50 feet from 

the structure or vehicle in which it is located shall be prima facie evidence 

of a violation of this section. 

(3) Loudspeakers, amplifiers for advertising. Using any machine or device for producing or reproducing 

of sound which is as upon any unenclosed area open to the public for the purpose of commercial 

advertising. 

(4) Yelling, shouting, etc. Yelling, shouting, etc., particularly between the hours of 11:00 p.m. and 

7:00 a.m. or at anytime or place so as to disturb the quiet of any person in the vicinity 

(5) Animals, birds, etc. The keeping of any animal or bird, which, by causing frequent or continued 

noise, shall disturb the comfort of any person in the vicinity. 

(6) Steam whistles. The blowing of any locomotive steam whistle attached to any stationary 

boiler, except to give notice of the time to begin or stop work or as a warning of fire or danger, 

or upon request of proper administrative authorities. 

(7) Exhausts. The discharge into the open air of the exhaust of any steam engine, stationary 

internal combustion engine, motorboat or motor vehicle, except through a muffler or other 

device which will effectively prevent loud or explosive noises therefrom. 

(8) Defect in vehicle or load. The use of any automobile, motorcycle or vehicle in such manner as 

to create loud and unnecessary grating, grinding, rattling or other noise. 

(9) Loading, unloading, opening boxes. The creation of a loud and excessive noise in connection 

with loading or unloading any device or the opening and destruction of bales, boxes, crates 

and containers. 

(10) Construction or repairing of buildings. The erection (including excavating), demolition, alteration or 

repair of any building other than between the hours of 7:00 a.m. and 11:00 p.m., except in case of 

urgent necessity in the interest of public health and safety, and then only with a permit from 

the building inspector, which permit may be granted for a period not to exceed three days or 

less while the emergency continues and which permit may be renewed for periods of three days 

or less while the emergency continues. If the building inspector shall determine that the public 

health and safety will not be impaired by the erection, demolition, alteration or repair of any 

building or the excavation of streets and highways within the hours of 6:00 p.m. and 7:00 

a.m., and if he shall further determine that loss or inconvenience would result to any party in 

interest, he may grant permission for such work to be done between the hours of 6:00 p.m. and 

7:00 a.m., upon application for a permit, requesting performance of such work during the hours 

aforementioned. 

(11) Schools, courts, churches, hospitals. The creation of any excessive noise on any street adjacent to 

any school, institution of learning, church, court or hospital, which unreasonably interferes 

with the business of any such institution, or which disturbs or unduly ann€oys patients in a 

hospital; provided conspicuous signs are displayed in such street indicating the type of 

institution situated thereon and that noise is prohibited or that quiet is required in such area. 

(Ord. No. 578, § 4.3(7), eff. 5-2-1983) 
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