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(8) The dwelling, except mobile home, complies with all pertinent building and fire codes 

including, in the case of mobile homes, the standards for mobile home construction as 

contained in the United States Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD) 

regulations entitled "Mobile Home Construction and Safety Standards," effective June 15, 

1976, as amended. Where a dwelling is required by law to comply with any federal or 

state standards or regulations for construction, those standards or regulations shall apply 

and supersede any such standards or regulations imposed by the township building code;  

(9) The dwelling is aesthetically compatible in design and appearance with other residences in 

the vicinity, with either a roof overhang of not less than six inches on all sides, or 

alternating with window sills and roof drainage systems concentrating roof drainage along 

the sides of the dwelling; with not less than two exterior doors with one being in the front of 

the dwelling and the other being in either the rear or side of the dwelling, contains firmly 

attached steps connected to the exterior door areas or to porches connected to the door 

areas where a difference of design and appearance shall be determined in the first 

instance by the township building inspector upon review of the plans submitted for a 

particular dwelling subject to appeal by an aggrieved party to the township planning 

commission within a period of 15 days from the receipt of notice of the building inspector's 

decision. Any determination of compatibility shall be based upon the standards set forth 

within the definition of "dwelling" as well as the character of residential development 

outside of mobile home parks within 2,000 feet of the subject dwelling where such area is 

developed with dwellings to the extent of not less than 20 percent of the area; or where 

the area is not so developed, by the character of residential development outside of 

mobile home parks throughout the township. The foregoing shall not be construed to 

prohibit innovative design concepts involving such matters as solar energy, view, unique 

land contour, or relief from the common or standard designed home;  

(10) Prior to locating a dwelling as herein defined on the property, application for a building 

permit, including plot plan and construction plans shall be provided to the building 

inspector;  

(11) The foregoing standards shall not apply to a mobile home located in a licensed mobile 

home park except to the extent required by state law or otherwise specifically required in 

division 6 of this chapter pertaining to such parks;  

(12) The definition of "dwelling or residence" shall also include the energy-saving earth shelter 

home either constructed with a completely earth-covered roof having a structural roof 

system with a slope of not less than one-half inch of rise per foot of run or constructed with 

a roof which is not completely earth-covered having a slope with at least a five-inch rise 

for each 12 inches of run, and, in either case, containing at least one exposed vertical 

exterior elevation not less than 71/2 feet in height by 24 feet in width designed and 

constructed in accordance with standard building code regulations pertinent thereto and 

without any accommodations for any dwelling units above ground.  
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