
ZONING § 42-671 

ARTICLE II SIGNS 

Sec. 42-671. General provisions. 

(a) Permit required. Except as otherwise specifically authorized, no sign shall be located, 

erected, moved, reconstructed, extended, enlarged or structurally altered within the township 

until a permit has been issued by the township building inspector. No permit shall be issued 

for a sign not in conformity with the size, type, number, and location and use regulations 

affecting each zoning district. 

(b) Exceptions. A permit shall not be retired for the following signs: 

(1) Official traffic control signs, and informational or directional notice erected by federal, 

state, county or township. 

(2) On-premises real estate signs, residential identification, warning and similar signs not 

greater than six square feet in ,area. 

(c) Prohibited characteristics of signs. 

(1) No sign shall resemble, initiate or approximate the shape, size, form or color of railroad 

or traffic signs, signals, or devices. 

(2) No sign shall be so located as to interfere with the visibility or effectiveness of any 

official traffic sign or signal, or with driver vision at any access point or intersection. 

(3) No sign shall be erected, relocated, or maintained so as to prevent free ingress and 

egress from any door, window or fire escape, and no sign shall be attached to a 

standpipe or fire escape. 

(4) No sign shall contain any rotating or moving parts or be illuminated by flashing light. 

(5) No sign shall exceed the maximum height limitation of the district in which it is 

located. 

(d) Political advertising. All political signs shall be removed within ten days after the 

election with which that political sign is concerned. The cost incurred by the township to 

remove political signs after ten days will be assessed to the candidate and his committee. 

(Ord. No. 578, § 17.1, eff. 5-2-1983; Ord. No. 686, § 2, eff. 11-5-1998) 
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Sec. 42-672. Signs in the residential districts. 

In the R districts signs over one square foot in area shall set back from any property line a 

distance equal to the square foot area of the sign. Only the following signs shall be permitted: 

(1) One nonilluminated accessory professional or nameplate sign not more than 144 

square inches in area. 

(2) One nonilluminated temporary sign pertaining to the lease or sale of the premises 

upon which it is placed, not exceeding eight square feet in total area. 

(3) A nonilluminated sign or signs aggregating not more than 12 square feet in accordance 

with this article, or signs which are deemed necessary to the public welfare by the 

township board. 

(4) A sign of not more than 12 square feet advertising the name and activities of a 

permitted nonresidential use or apartment. Such signs may be indirectly illuminated. 

(5) Temporary nonilluminated signs for not more than 30 days. 

(6) Customary nonilluminated farm and crop signs on active farms. 

(Ord. No. 578, § 17.2, eff. 5-2-1983) 

Sec. 42-673. Signs in the commercial and industrial districts. 

In the B and M districts signs as permitted in section 42-672 shall be permitted as well as 

those permitted herein. No sign shall be permitted which is not accessory to the business or 

operation conducted on the property except for permitted billboards. Such signs may only be 

erected, painted or placed in view of the public if all of the following requirements are met: 

(1) No business establishment shall have a total of more than three signs facing upon one 

street or parking area. The total sign area for all signs permitted shall not exceed 15 

percent of the area of the face of the building to which they are attached or stand in 

front of. 

(2) All signs attached to a building shall be flat signs, parallel to and not more than 15 

inches from the face of the building wall. Such signs may be attached to or located on 

a marquee, provided the sign is parallel to the face of the building that it is located in 

front of. The maximum width of any single sign shall not exceed 90 percent of the 

width of the wall to which the sign is attached or related. 

(3) Part or all of the total sign area permitted in subsection (1) of this section may be a 

freestanding pylon sign. Such sign shall not exceed the sum of two square feet in area 

on a side for each linear foot the sign sets back from the front property line plus one 

square foot for each foot the building sets back from the front property line. The 

illustration background of a pylon sign shall be at least eight feet above the ground 

level. A freestanding sign closer than eight feet to the ground or larger than 200 square 

feet in area is prohibited. 

(4) Except where lesser front yard requirements are stated for a district, no sign shall be 

closer than five feet to any property line and, in addition, a pylon sign shall not be 
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closer than a distance equal to its height to any side or rear property line. A flat sign 

attached to a building may extend up to 15 inches from the face of the building, any 

setback requirements notwithstanding. 

(5) All light sources used for the illumination of signs, business buildings or area 

surrounding them shall be completely shielded from the view of vehicular traffic using 

the public streets, except for diffused lighting within translucent signs. No illumina-

tion or sign shall be so placed or designed as to be confused with or appear similar to 

an official traffic safety device. 

(6) No sign shall exceed a height of 30 feet or extend above the height of the building to 

which it is attached. 

(7) Gasoline service stations, automotive sales areas and automotive service shops may 

display, in addition to the foregoing signs in subsections (1) and (2) of this section, the 

following signs which are deemed customary and necessary to their respective 

business: 

a. Two temporary signs located inside the property line advertising special seasonal 

servicing, provided that each such sign does not exceed nine square feet in area. 

b. Customary lettering insignias which are a structural part of a gasoline pump and 

a nonilluminated credit card sign. 

c. One pylon sign of up to 52 square feet in area, regardless of the area provisions 

of subsections (1) and (3) of this section. 

(8) Sign boards or billboards are permitted as a principal use on unoccupied lots in the B-2 

district at a ratio of two square feet of area for each foot of lot width. No billboard shall 

be erected on a lot with less than 100 feet in width, nor exceed 300 square feet in area. 

The same yard requirements as those required for a principal building shall be met. No 

other use or accessory use shall be permitted on a lot with a billboard. 

(9) Notwithstanding any other provision of this article to the contrary, billboards (a large 

panel designed to carry outdoor advertising) shall be permitted within 100 feet of the 

1-96 and US 31 freeways only, on property in B-2, B-3, B-4, SC-1 or M-1. Areas zoned 

PUD require variance approval. All billboards are subject to the following regulations: 

a. Billboard allowed only along US 31 and 1-96. 

b. Each billboard shall be located a minimum distance of 100 feet from residential 

zoning districts and a minimum distance of 500 feet from all existing residences. 

c. Each billboard shall be located a minimum distance of 1,000 feet from any other 

billboard facing the same direction of traffic on either side of the freeway. For 

purposes of this subsection, the distance between billboards on opposite sides of 

the freeway shall be measured as the distance between the point at which lines 

drawn perpendicular to the freeway from the location of each billboard intersect 

with the line along the center of the freeway. 
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d. Each billboard shall be located a minimum distance of 100 feet from all other 

freestanding on-premises signs which are located on the same side of the freeway 

and are visible from the traveled portion of the freeway; provided, however, that 

the minimum distance between billboards shall be governed by subsection (9)c. 

e. Each billboard shall have a minimum setback of two feet from the freeway 

right-of-way. 

f. A billboard must maintain two feet of distance for every one foot of overall height 

between the billboard and the nearest property line that intersects the property 

line abutting the freeway. 

g. No billboard shall contain more than one sign panel facing the same direction of 

traffic. 

h. No billboard shall contain more than two sign panels. 

i. The light rays of an illuminated billboard shall be cast directly upon the billboard 

and shall not be directly visible to motorists on the freeway or to nearby buildings 

except as reflected from the billboard. 

No billboard sign panels shall exceed a total area of 672 square feet. The width of 

each sign panel on a billboard shall not exceed 14 feet and the length of each sign 

panel on a billboard shall not exceed 48 feet; and provided further that irregularly 

shaped sign extensions not exceeding four percent of the area of a sign panel may 

extend beyond the perimeter of a sign panel on a billboard. 

k. No billboard shall be erected unless a building permit has been issued by the 

building inspection department. All billboard building permit applications must 

include a blueprint with a minimum wind load rating of no less than 80 miles per 

hour and design approval by a state-licensed engineer. 

(Ord. No. 578, § 17.3, eff. 5-2-1983; Ord. No. 686, § 1, eff. 11-5-1998) 

Sec. 42-674. Signs in the manufacturing district. 

In the M district the following signs are permitted, provided that all of the following 

requirements are complied with: 

(1) Signs as permitted and regulated in section 42-672. 

(2) Directional signs of up to three square feet each designating entrances, exits, parking 

and loading areas, shipping docks or similar traffic control signs. Such signs shall be 

located at least one foot from any property line. 

(3) Ground signs up to ten feet in height located in the rear half of the required front yard. 

(Ord. No. 578, § 17.4, eff. 5-2-1983) 
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Sec. 42-675. Pennants and banners. 

ZONING § 42-675 

 

Temporary pennants, flags or banners may be permitted in any business or industrial zone 

for a period of not more than 30 days without a permit, provided they are kept in a state of good 

repair. 

(Ord. No. 578, § 17.5, eff. 5-2-1983) 
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